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Reasonable Suspicion Procedures

Based on the standard of "Reasonable Suspicion" established under Nevada education protocols and
state law, the following standardized multi-step administrative procedures are codified for Explore
Knowledge Academy of Public Speaking (EKAPS).

1. Establishing Reasonable Suspicion

Under Nevada standards, "reasonable suspicion" cannot be a mere hunch or gut feeling; it requires
specific, articulable, and objective facts concerning the appearance, behavior, speech, or odors of the
student.

Observable Indicators & Criteria

e Behavioral & Conduct Indicators: Erratic behavior, extreme mood swings, abnormal slurred
speech, or an unsteady gait.

e Physical Indicators: Glassy or bloodshot eyes, dilated or pinpoint pupils, or a distinct odor of
alcohol, marijuana, or a controlled substance on the student's breath or person.

e Possession & Reports: Direct observation of substance use or possession, or
credible/corroborated reports from witnesses, cameras, photos or other students.

e Staff Reports: EKAPS staff will notate irregularities in student behavior that suggests possible
drug or alcohol use for internal documentation.

2. Multi-Step Administrative Response Protocol

Once reasonable suspicion is established, school personnel must execute the following structured
protocol to balance campus safety with the student’s constitutional privacy protections:

Step 1: Initial Assessment & Safety First

e Maedical Assessment: If the student exhibits physical distress or signs of an overdose, school
personnel must immediately contact 911 and the school nurse.

e Escort: If noimmediate medical emergency exists, the student must be immediately escorted to
the administration office by a staff member to avoid disruption or disposal of evidence.
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Step 2: Student Search & Seizure

Under established legal guidelines for public schools, administrators may conduct a search of the
student's person, backpack, locker, or vehicle if the scope of the search is reasonably related to the
objectives and not excessively intrusive.

o Locker & Property Searches: School lockers are considered school property, minimizing the
expectation of privacy; however, searching personal items (backpacks, pockets) requires a clear
connection to the specific suspicion of contraband.

e Chain of Custody: Any seized substances, drug paraphernalia, or contraband must be
immediately documented, photographed, and placed in a secure location.

Step 3: Intervention & Notifications

e Parental Notification: School officials must notify the student's parents or legal guardians
immediately regarding the incident and administrative action.

e Law Enforcement: Depending on the severity of the situation (e.g., intent to distribute vs.
simple possession), local police may be contacted for formal legal processing and testing.

3. Applicable Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) Reference Guide

School disciplinary actions and legal consequences are strictly governed by the Nevada Revised
Statutes (NRS).

Key Statutory Provisions

Statute Provision Detail & Mandates

Number

NRS Discipline for Controlled Substances: Mandates that any pupil who sells or
392.466 distributes any controlled substance on school premises, at a school-sponsored

activity, or on a school bus must meet with school administration and their
parent/guardian. The school must implement a plan of action based on restorative
justice. This statute outlines parameters for suspension, expulsion, or permanent
expulsion based on the student's age.
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NRS Habitual Disciplinary Problem: Establishes criteria for declaring a student a habitual
392.4655 disciplinary problem, which applies if substance violations occur in tandem with
other behavioral infractions after restorative justice efforts are exhausted.

NRS Controlled Substances: Defines what constitutes a controlled substance under
453.146 Nevada law. lllegal possession of these substances, including unauthorized
& NRS prescription medications on school property, subjects the student to criminal
453.336 prosecution or juvenile justice intervention.

NRS Purchase or Possession of Alcohol by Minor: Dictates that any person under 21 years
202.020 of age possessing an alcoholic beverage in public (including a public school) is guilty

of a misdemeanor, allowing for concurrent legal sanctions alongside school discipline.

Disciplinary Framework
Per NRS 392.466, the progressive disciplinary outcome is evaluated case-by-case based on the risk
posed to campus safety:

e Possession/Use: Disciplinary action based on the EKAPS Multi-Tiered Progressive Discipline

Plan.

e Sale/Distribution: Severe administrative consequences leading up to immediate long-term
suspension or permanent expulsion, coupled with mandatory criminal prosecution referrals.
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