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ACADEMIC CREDIT - PROMOTION & RETENTION POLICY

Kindergarten

Students normally spend one year in kindergarten and are promoted to first grade at the end of the
year. In some instances, individual students may profit from special education placement or a second
year in kindergarten. In these instances, site administrators and teachers may make this
recommendation to parents or guardians. Final determinations regarding grade retention are made by
EKAPS Administration.

Grades 1st - 5th

A. The general practice is that students are promoted to the next grade at the end of the school
year. However, progress should be continuous, and student advancement through the
curriculum should be according to the student's demonstrated ability rather than the student's
age or years in school. Site administrators are responsible for the standard promotion of
students.

B. Double promotions may be made in exceptional circumstances in light of such factors as the
child's age, achievement scores, measured ability, effort and attitude, physical and emotional
maturity, and parents' or guardians' attitude and support. Site administrators are responsible
for the final decision regarding double promotions within their school, but parental or guardian
consent must be obtained, and teachers must be consulted before the decision. Double
promotion should not be considered where the impetus for movement is to circumvent
attendance at an assigned school.

C. A student may be demoted to the next lower grade in exceptional circumstances in light of such
factors as the child's age, achievement scores, measured ability, effort and attitude, and physical
and emotional maturity. Demotion must be approved by the site administrator, the sending
teacher, and the parents or guardians. Before any student may be retained in the same grade
rather than promoted, the student's teacher and site administrator must make a reasonable
effort to arrange a meeting with the parents or guardians to discuss the reasons and
circumstances.

D. Any student who has been deemed chronically absent and has been absent more than 10% of
the school year, whether the absence is excused or unexcused, will be one of the considerations
for retention. In coordination with the EKAPS teaching staff, final determinations regarding
grade retention are made by EKAPS Administration.

E. Each student's learning needs are to be assessed and provision made for these needs.
Adjustment of the curriculum to meet individual student needs will be a continuous process,
and not a mid-year or year-end consideration. Students are to be motivated to progress as
rapidly as their ability permits. Teachers are to be alert to every student’s social and academic
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needs and provide appropriate learning situations to meet them. Parents or guardians are to be
informed regularly regarding the level of work being done by their children. Teachers and the
site administrators are to make this clear by use of the report card and parent conferences.

Middle School (Grades 6-8) Credit Requirements

According to Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 389.445.

Students in 6th grade must successfully pass one semester of the following courses for promotion to
the next grade: ELA, mathematics, and science.

Students in 7th and 8th grade must successfully pass the following courses during the 7th and 8th
grades for promotion to high school:

One and one-half units of credit in ELA with a passing grade. (3 of 4 semesters)

One and one-half units of credit in mathematics with a passing grade; (3 of 4 semesters)
One unit of credit in science with a passing grade; (2 of 4 semesters)

One unit of credit in social studies with a passing grade. (2 of 4 semesters)

o An eighth-grade student who has not met the promotion requirements may be
promoted to the ninth grade if a student reaches the age of sixteen before, on, or after
the first day of school.

o An eighth-grade student not meeting criteria for promotion to ninth grade may be
retained in the eighth grade for the following school year.

o A retained eighth-grade student may not be promoted mid-year.

Secondary Students: Students who enroll late or return late for the start of the first or second semester
may not be able to earn credit for their courses if they are not in attendance within 7 EKAPS school
days of the semester start date (equivalent to 9 instructional days, as each EKAPS day equals
approximately 1.3 days). This applies to both new and returning students. If a student does not have a
transfer grade in the same credit-bearing course, the student may be ineligible to earn credit for that
semester. In these cases, EKAPS may offer the student the option to enroll in the Distance Learning
Program in order to remain on track and work toward earning credits.

EKAPS is not a credit retrieval school. Students who are credit-deficient are responsible for retrieving
missing credits in order to remain on track for promotion to 9th grade and high school graduation.
When credit recovery is required, students must complete coursework through an accredited outside
program (such as an approved summer program or online credit recovery option) at the family’s
expense. Official proof of completion (such as a transcript or certificate) must be submitted to EKAPS
by the deadline provided by the school in order for credits to be reviewed and applied.
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