
 

Explore Knowledge Academy 

SB 215 Emergency Closure Plan FY 26 
 

General Statements: 

 

Explore Knowledge Academy of Public Speaking (EKAPS) emergency closure plan will 

closely resemble the plans in place for the FY 21 through 25 school years.  EKA has 

learned much over the last few years and understands the needs of students in a 

distance learning environment. Therefore, if a need arises for an emergency school 

closure, EKAPS will be able to quickly enact this plan with little to no downtime for our 

students.   

 

Technology:  

 

In FY 20 through FY 23, EKAPS was able to loan technology to our students that did 

not have their own devices at home, while ensuring a 1:1 ratio on campus. That 

program will continue in the future, ensuring that all students have access to the 

technology they need at home to be successful at our school. If an emergency school 

closure is imminent or has taken place, EKAPS families will be re-sent the information 

letter with a form to complete for the Technology Loan Program, even if they did not 

take advantage of the program at the start of the school year. Technology distribution to 

these families will take place on campus, using minimal staffing, as quickly as possible. 

 

In the weekly newsletter, EKAPS will continue to make families aware of low-cost 

internet and the school counselors will work with families to assist them in acquiring 

access.  Families will also be notified of any options that the state creates, or other 

public hot spot locations throughout the city or on campus.  

 

The Program:  

 

EKAPS’s Emergency Distance Learning program will be similar to its Face to Face 

Traditional learning program.  The teaching staff will keep their current class loads, but 

instead of teaching the classes face to face, they will switch to a distance learning 

mode.  Staff already has the technology, software and equipment to make this possible.  

Students will use Google Classroom to access their classes, find their coursework, 

communicate with their teachers and turn in their assignments. 

 

 

 

Attendance: 
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Explore Knowledge Academy’s emergency distance education program will use the 

same attendance procedures as their face to face program unless further directives are 

given to us by the state or the SPCSA. EKA is a SPCSA sponsored charter school and 

will follow all procedures for attendance.   

 

Student Progress Monitoring: 

 

Students will first be monitored by their teachers for each course.  If a teacher sees that 

a student is struggling, (receiving a D or lower in any class), they will refer the student to 

the school counselors. The counselors will contact families and set up meetings to 

determine what the school can do to support the student.   

 

Student/Family Communications: 

 

Students will have access to their teachers on a daily basis in each of their classes 

online through Google Classroom. Additionally, the teachers will be available through 

email and if needed, a student can contact a teacher by phone through the main office, 

if it is open. EKAPS has also created a parent focused email, 

parentportal@ekacademy.org that EKAPS families can use to get information from 

office and administrative staff quickly during school/office hours. 

 

 

Individualized Programs: 

 

English Language Learners, students with Individualized Education Plans and 504 

plans, along with those students who test in the lowest 40th percentage on the NWEA 

Map tests will receive needed specialized services. Services will be arranged to be 

performed with the specialized instructor through distance/electronic means.  

 

Cost: 

 

EKAPS already has all equipment, technology and programs it needs for an emergency 

of this sort. There would be no additional cost to the students or the school if it was 

necessary to enact this plan. 

 

Program Extension: 

 

mailto:parentportal@ekacademy.org
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If after 10 days, it becomes evident that it is necessary to continue the emergency 

distance learning program, EKAPS will follow the latest Re-Opening Plan that it has 

submitted to its sponsor and the state. 


